
Little Susie had been born with a sunny disposition, and was the 
most optimistic kid anybody had ever seen. 

She loved people and animals, and no matter what happened, she 
always saw the bright side. 

She was also an artistic girl. So one Christmas, her parents got her 
a big bag of clay for making pottery. They put it on the back porch 
next to a bag of horse manure for the garden. 

On Christmas Eve, dad wrapped the presents. It was a little dark on 
the porch, and as you may have guessed, he wrapped the manure 
by mistake, instead of the pottery clay. 

On Christmas morning, Susie was so excited to see what Santa had 
brought her. When she finally got to unwrap her big present, her 
parents watched with anticipation to see how much she liked her 
clay. 

When Susie opened the package, and then the bag inside containing 
several pounds of stinky horse manure, the parents were aghast. 

But before they could apologize, Susie said, “Oh boy! I got a pony! 
 


